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Dear Parents and members of the school community 

 

It was so nice to have all the children back in school this week. The majority of those who had been 

working at home over the past eight weeks came back with smiles on their faces and settled back in 

quickly. The interaction in the playground was a joy to see, with children catching up with their 

friends.  

 

This week we have eased the children in gently and continued to provide a broad curriculum with a big 

focus on well-being. Over the next few weeks we will carry out our usual assessments to see where 

the children are with their learning. This will enable us to see if and where the gaps are and where we 

need to fill them. 

 

Thank you for adhering to our staggered drop off and pick up times. We envisage these will need to 

continue into the next term while government guidance specifies that we must ‘bubble’ the children in 

groups. 

 

We cannot predict the future but I hope that during the course of the summer term we may be 

allowed to relax certain restrictions but again this will be a decision made by The Department for 

Education. 

 

The one thing I really miss is the inter school sporting competitions. However, we will continue to run 

intra school competitions within bubbles. Over the past year it has been difficult to spend our sports 

funding other than on specialist coaching with Debs Costen but I am pleased to say that now we are 

giving the go-ahead for more outdoor gym equipment for the playground which will be installed at 

some point during the summer term. We are now allowing the children to use the outdoor gym we 

already have. We have a weekly rota for the different bubbles to use it, from Beech to Oak. Willow 

Class have their own outdoor area and equipment. 

 

Sport and fitness are very much going to be priorities now all the children are back at school and 

after the Easter break we will be resuming twice weekly full PE sessions. We will hold more 

competitions within school and focus on fitness and well-being within our curriculum. It is too early to 

say whether Sports Day will go ahead but we hope we will be able to arrange something of that 

nature in the latter part of the summer term. 

 

In school we have been impressed with the children’s continued participation in sporting activities.  

As you know our school firmly believes that sport has a positive impact on pupil’s health and wellbeing.  

We always encourage our children to try their best and compete in a way that reflects our school 

values of determination and fair play.   



 

 

 

We have continued to work with our sports specialist Debs Costen this year, so when we found out 

that Debs was setting herself an enormous physical and mental challenge, we were keen to support 

her and use this to motivate ourselves to keep moving. 

 

To raise money for Naomi House Debs will be running 860 miles in 17 days! Debs and her running 

partner, Sarah, had originally planned to run from John O’ Groats to Lands End but the current 

restrictions mean that this is no longer possible.  Undeterred they  came up with an alternative plan- 

to run 52 miles a day along the Kennet and Avon canal.  Clearly this distance in itself is inspiring but 

they will be running the same route every day; 26 miles out and 26 miles back.  The psychological 

challenge of running the same route for 17 consecutive days is an additional burden to this huge 

challenge.  

 

Our school challenge is to run, scoot, walk, cycle the equivalent number of miles.  The distance is so 

long that we need your help. The children cannot complete this task within school time, so we are 

asking you, as families, to join us.  We will be keeping a daily record of how many miles Debs has 

achieved and would like you to update us as to how many miles each member of your family has 

completed.  Staff in school and their families will also be involved. To add another incentive, Hatch 

Warren Juniors will also be taking part in the challenge and we will be comparing our progress with 

theirs. 

 

We really hope that you will take this opportunity to support this inspirational challenge and join us 

on the road, virtually, from John O’Groats to Lands’ End. 

 

This brings me on to the subject of healthy eating. I have noticed this week that more children are 

having packed lunches. While I am not going to ban any particular items, I do ask parents to ensure 

that the lunches are balanced and healthy where possible. One biscuit or snack item is sufficient and 

a packed lunch should contain a piece of fruit or vegetables.  Break time snacks should also be of a 

healthy option. No crisps or biscuits for playtime snacks please. 

 

I saw the following article on the BBC website that contains good suggestions for a healthy packed 

lunch. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/what_makes_a_great_packed_lunch 

 
Red Nose Day 19 March 2021   
 

The last 12 months have been incredibly tough for all of us, but we’re so proud of how our children 

have managed. As parents and carers, you’ve also had your lives turned upside down, and we’re so 

grateful for all of your efforts at home.  

  

That’s why we want to let you know that we think you’re the best. And amazing. And could do with a 

laugh right now!   

  

Which is why we’re inviting you to enjoy Red Nose Day with us on Friday 19 March. The day will be a 

non-uniform day and we want the children and teachers to either wear cheerful red colours or dress 

as a super hero! No need for PE kit next Friday, we will do our PE in our casual wear or superhero 

costumes! If you have no red clothes, a red nose or ribbons or anything else red will suffice! 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/what_makes_a_great_packed_lunch


 

 

 

 

I know there’s a lot going on, and things will look a bit different this year, but we can’t wait to raise a 

smile and some life-changing money. https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday/ 

  

We ask that the children bring in £1 cash as a donation to Comic Relief. There will be a collection 

bucket at the school gate on Friday morning.  

 

We will have a virtual special assembly and will share some of our favourite jokes. 

 

Have a safe and pleasant weekend 

 

Kenneth Davies 

 

Headteacher 

 

To view class pages, find out about our curriculum, read all about our events in school, view 

your child’s homework tasks, learn how to stay safe on the internet and much more please visit 

our school website www.cliddesden.hants.sch.uk 

 

Contact: adminoffice@cliddesden.hants.sch.uk      Tel: 01256 321571 
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